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seeking to sustain itself by possession of temporal power? In prac-
tice has not Christianity been sustained by temporal power? And
even in Hinduism, have not Rajput Kings been custodians of
Hinduism?

What I venture to commend to the many Christians who
honestly think like my friend, is to join the defence of the Khilafat
as an ideal, and thus recognize that the struggle of non-co-opera-
tion is one of religion against irreligion.

For my part I have the clearest possible conscience in this
matter. The end to me is just. I fight to bolster up no fraud or
injustice. The means are equally just. In the prosecution of the
fight, truth and non-violence are the only weapons. Self-suffering
is the truest test of sincerity.

Young India, 8-9-1921

31.   THE TWO INCOMPATIBLE

Violence and non-violence are two incompatible forces des-
tructive of each other, Non-violence for its success therefore needs
an entirely non-violent atmosphere. The Moplah outbreak has
disturbed the atmosphere, as nothing else has since the inaugura-
tion of non-co-operation. I am writing this at Sylhet on the 29th
August. By the time it is in print, much more information will
have reached the public. I have only a hazy notion of what has
happened. I have seen only three issues of daily papers Contain-
ing the Associated Press messages. One cannot help noting the
careful editing these messages have undergone. But it is clear
that Moplahs have succeeded in taking half a dozen lives and have
given already a few hundred. Malabar is under martial law.
The reprisals on the part of the Government are still to follow.
The braver the insurgents, the sterner the punishment. Such is
the law of governments. And I would not have minded the loss
of ten times as many fives as the Moplahs must have lost, if only
they had remained strictly non-violent. They would then have
brought swaraj nearest. It is any day worth ail the price we can
pay in our own fives. For the Moplahs it would have meant too
the immediate redress of the Khilafat wrong. God wants the purest
sacrifice. Our blood must not contain the germs of anger or hate.
It is not a sacrifice freely given that exacts a price. The Moplahs
have demanded a price. The sacrifice has lost much of its nobility.
Now it will be said, that the Moplahs have received well-merited